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  Saluting Our Scholars

TUCKER HIGH SCHOOL VALEDICTORIAN
BENEN CHANCEY

GPA: 4.52
Future College: University of Georgia

Intended Major: Ecology

How did you become valedictorian?

I had the highest GPA. 

Seriously, though, I never had the goal of being valedictorian, 
so I’m not quite sure how it happened. I can say that I always 
worked hard, challenged myself, and tried my best. One thing I 
avoided was comparing myself to others. I think that it’s easy 
to see yourself competing against your peers for a title or 
accomplishment, but it’s healthier to follow the academic path 
best for you despite how it could possibly augment your GPA. 
At least, that’s what I decided to do. 

TUCKER HIGH SCHOOL SALUTATORIAN 
SOFIA KHEMANI

GPA: 4.515
Future College: Yale University

Intended Major: Computer Science and Psychology

How did you become salutatorian? 

I was in the International Baccalaureate program at my 
school, which allowed me to take a wide variety of IB classes 
throughout the last two years. I was also able to take several 
AP and Dual Enrollment classes, including two Dual Enrollment 
classes I took over the past summer. Finally, and most 
importantly, I was fortunate enough to have the support of my 
family, friends, and amazing teachers that I could turn to for 
any issue, big or small. 

Advice for future graduates:

1. Communicate. Teachers are looking to support you, so reach 
out to them when needed and communicate promptly.

2. Organize. It can feel impossible to keep up with deadlines 
for multiple classes and dates for clubs and sports. Spend time 
organizing your materials, work and timeline.

3. Have fun and have perspective! School is important, but it 
isn’t everything. Sometimes, assignments and tests seem more 
important than you’ll remember them being. Give yourself time 
to rest and to take a break. Your mental health and wellbeing 
matter, and balance is key. 

Advice for the Class of 2021:

I think the mindset that helped me the most over the past 
few years was one of growth. Over the past four years, we 
experienced a variety of life-changing events, especially 
considering the pandemic. The culmination of those 
experiences changed us from the scared 14-year-olds we were 
into young adults ready to go out into the world. But these 
moments were just the beginning of our lives. As we move on 
to the next chapter, it’s important to keep learning and growing 
into better and more well-rounded people.
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MAIN MOON
In the nearly five-year history of InTucker, 
the magazine has recognized more than 
50 companies as “Business of the Month”. 
Never before in all those issues has a 
business been recognized when it wasn’t 
actually open for business. But that, 
unfortunately, is the case this month.

On May 11, a kitchen accident took the life 
of one of the beloved owners of Tucker’s 
popular Main Moon Chinese restaurant. 
Mei Ying Chen’s death shook the Tucker 
community to its core, and left loyal 
customers asking what they could do to 
help her family. Instantly, those customers 
began donating to a GoFundMe account. 
They were soon joined by local business 
owners and others who wanted to step up 
and cover things like funeral expenses and 
kitchen renovation costs. In all, the effort 
raised more than $30,000 to assist the 
family as they continue to grieve the loss of 
their loved one.

The tragedy is reminiscent of the 2016 
death of Joey Aromsuk, proprietor of 
popular Tucker restaurant Mai Thai. In 
that instance, the community banded 
together to raise money to pay to have the 
restaurateur’s remains flown back to his 
native Thailand. Mai Thai never re-opened, 
and the community still has scars from the 
loss of a beloved member.

Because of all that’s happened, Main Moon 
remains closed. Without a critical staff 
member and with heavy damage to the 
kitchen, there is no way for the restaurant to 
serve its delicious Chinese delicacies to the 
community. But, with a fervent customer 
base clamoring for the restaurant to come 
back, there is little doubt Main Moon will 
be open again soon. It is even more certain 
that Mei Ying Chen’s memory will live on 
with customers for a long time to come.

Main Moon is located at 4418 Hugh Howell 
Road. You can find them online at  
www.mainmoontucker.com.

BUSINESS OF THE MONTH










