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EDITOR’S NOTE

This summer will be
the eighth anniversary
of the Summer of Fun,
unbelievable! Back in
2017 on my first day
as a City staff member,

| was told that | needed
to organize a National Night Out block
party for around 200 people for the
following week! | worked with local food
trucks, negotiated deals, worked with
the school PTA and got it done. That
set the tone for the creation of the TKR
Summer of Fun.

Immediately, we wanted to go bigger
and add more events. We contracted
with a fireworks company that was
already booked for July 4, 2018 so
we went with July 3 for the inaugural
Celebration of Independence and
Fireworks Spectacular. | like to do
almost everything in sets of three, so
we added a Movie on Main night.

The first TKR Summer of Fun was a
huge success! Movie on Main aired The
Greatest Showman with free popcorn
and drinks, with a special side of a

train whistle. The July 3 Celebration

of Independence and Fireworks

SONJA SZUBSKI - COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR

Spectacular set a record for attendance
that has been broken every year since.
The second annual National Night

Out was a resounding success and
confirmed the tone of the relationship
with the school district.

The initial budget for the TKR Summer
Fun was a total of $40,000 for all three
so | definitely secured sponsors which
just extended our reach and partnership
with area businesses. Since 2022 the
events line item and responsibility

live in Parks and Recreation with a
dedicated events planning team. They
have multiplied the number and types of
events so that now it is a rare weekend,
in the spring through fall that does not
have an opportunity to gather. With the
opening of the Tucker Town Green, our
summer is going to be even more fun!

Be sure to check out our website for
all details on TKR Summer of Fun at
tuckerga.gov/summer and keep your
ears open for a special event this fall
to close out our ten-year anniversary
celebrations.

See you on Main, Tucker!
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SPRING IS IN THE AR
WITH A DASH OF ASPHALT

It is time for the City of Tucker’s spring re-surfacing. Every year, Tucker repaves the roads
based on a scoring system of need. The City of Tucker contracted with Roadway Asset
Services to conduct a pavement management study to prioritize which roads should be
treated this year. Roadway Asset Services uses state-of-the-art technology to scan the roads
for conditions below the surface, detect cracks, potholes and other potentially hazardous
road conditions.

Re-surfacing will start in June and is a multi-step process that starts with milling, which
removes the top two to three inches of road, followed by an overlay of asphalt to create a
smooth surface. Heavy equipment is used so please exercise caution while driving near the
projects. Projects are selected in clusters so there is less movement of the heavy machinery
and a smaller chance of damaging recently re-surfaced roads.

With the help of Road Asset Services’ data, Tucker’s engineering team identified 29 sections
of road that were in urgent need of repair, including:

Lee Way, Settlement Road, Johns Road, Strapp Drive, Woodlawn Circle, Lavista Woods
Drive, Crestcliff Court, Milestone Run, Camelot Court, Lilburn Stone Mountain Road, Spring
Glenn Drive, Silver Hill Trail, Ashbrooke Trace, East Gate Trail, East Gate Court, Kanawha
Drive, Chedworth Drive, Chedworth Cove, Britt Road, Lake Ivanhoe Drive, Debracy Pace,
Locksley Court, Locksley Road, Middleham Court, Lady Rowena Court, Templar Knight Drive,
Rotherwood Drive and Webb Road.

DATES

TO KNOW

*MAY 1, 7 PM
FIRST FRIDAY CONCERT
TRINA MEADE AND CO.
TUCKER TOWN GREEN

* MAY 2,9 AM-4 PM
TUCKER DAY
MAIN STREET

*MAY 4, 4:30 P.M.
DOWNTOWN
DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY

*MAY 5,7 P.M.
ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS

*MAY 6, 3 P.M.
OPPORTUNITY TUCKER
DEVELOPMENT SUMMIT
NORTHLAKE MALL

*MAY 7,1 P.M.
SMALL BUSINESS EXPO
STONE RIDGE EVENT
CENTER

*MAY 11, 7 P.M.
CITY COUNCIL MEETING

*MAY 16, 9 A.M.
PERK UP WITH PARKS

*MAY 16, 10 A.M.
WATER SAFETY
WORKSHOP
KELLEY COFER POOL

*MAY 16 & 17, 12 P.M.
PREVIEW WEEKEND
AT TUCKER CITY POOLS

*MAY 21, 7 P.M.
MOVIE ON THE GREEN
RAIDERS OF THE LOST
ARK
TUCKER TOWN GREEN

* MAY 21, 7 P.M.
PLANNING COMMISSION

*MAY 23-25
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND
POOLS OPEN FOR
HOLIDAY

* MAY 25
MEMORIAL DAY
ALL CITY OFFICES
CLOSED

*MAY 26, 7 P.M.
COUNCIL WORK SESSION
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WHAT HAPPENED AT THE LAST CITY COUNCIL MEETING?

APRIL 2026 CITY COUNCIL RECAP

Tucker's City Council business meeting

was held April 13 and started with two
proclamations declaring May 3-9 as
Municipal Clerk’s Week and May 4-8 as
Economic Development Week. Two special
presentations followed. First, the Council
approved a resolution to name the new ADA
accessible playground at Fitzgerald Field the
Olivia Hayes Memorial Playground. Olivia
tragically passed away on September 1,
2008. She was a vibrant child and an active
cheerleader with the Tucker Football League
at Fitzgerald. DeKalb County School District
then presented an update on the Student
Assignment Project, their proposal to right-
size the schools’ buildings, boundaries and
programs.

The Mayor and City Council approved the
evening’s agenda unanimously with an
amendment to remove item K.4. and move

it to the May business meeting. The consent
agenda was also approved unanimously

and included meeting minutes from March,
renewal of the City’s insurance contract with
Georgia Interlocal Risk Management Agency,
renewal of the BS&A software contract, a
contract with Trinity Unity and two stormwater
contracts.

This meeting was the first public viewing of
the proposed Fiscal Year 2027 Budget which
can be found at tuckerga.gov/documents and
is also available in print at City Hall.
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The Mayor and Council made the following
votes:

« 7-0: Ordinance 02026-03-02 - Second read
and public hearing of an ordinance for a
Special Land Use Permit (SLUP-26-0001)
to allow for a vocational school at 5066
Lavista Road for Care One Institute, LLC.

+ Voted 0-7 to be re-evaluated and brought
back to the Council: Ordinance 02026-03-
03 - second read and public hearing on an
ordinance to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to update the Transportation and
Trails Master Plan

+ 7-0: Resolution R2026-04-1 -
Consideration and public hearing of a
resolution to approve the execution of
documents relating to the acquisition of
land for a Public Works facility.

+ 7-0:1GA No. CID.2026.0.1 - Consideration
of an Intergovernmental Agreement for
joint funding of the North-South Royal
Industrial Streetlight District with Tucker
Summit CID

+ 7-0: Resolution R2026-04-13 -
Consideration of a resolution and public
hearing to create Streetlight District
2026-001North/South Royal Industrial

+ 7-0: Contract C2026-P026-1334 -
Consideration of a contract for lighting

services with Georgia Power for
Streetlight District 2026-001 North-South
Royal Industrial

+ 7-0: Resolution R2026-04-14 -
Consideration of a resolution to amend
Fiscal Year 2026 budget, for the added
revenue and expense of the new CID
Streetlight District

+ 7-0: Ordinance 02026-04-05 - First read
and required approval of an Ordinance
to amend Article IV of City Charter
(Municipal Court)

The following item had its a first read with an

expected vote the first meeting of May:
Ordinance 02026-04-04 - First read and
public hearing of an ordinance to amend
the City of Tucker City Code Chapter 46

The Council recessed to executive session,
returned with no further action and adjourned.

The City Council’s scheduled work session for
April 27 will focus on the proposed Fiscal Year
2027 budget and the 10-year CIP.

Tucker’s Clty Council meets the second and
fourth Monday of each month at City Hall,
1975 Lakeside Parkway, Suite 350B, Tucker,
Georgia 30084. You may watch online at
tuckerga.gov/agendas. Meetings are live
streamed and recorded on youtube.com/
cityoftucker

)p‘l

Mayor Lerner hugs the family of Olivia Hayes, a child taken too soon, after reading
the resolution to name the new playground at Fitzgerald Park and Complex for her.

InTucker - May 2026



FIRST FRIDAY CONCERT SERIES

Enjoy live music on the first Friday of each month from May to September (NOTE: July’s concert will take place at the Celebration of Independence on Main
Street held on July 3). Please note the location for this years First Friday Concert Series has moved to the new Tucker Town Green located at 4226 Railroad
Avenue off of Main Street.

The public is welcome to set-up beginning at 5:30 p.m. with a scheduled 7 p.m. start time for the musical artists. Blankets and chairs, visiting with friends
and enjoying a picnic meal are all encouraged, however glass, tables and pets are not permitted. A food truck will also be on site for each concert.

InTucker - May 2026 5



SUMMER OF FUN PULL-OUT GUIDE

MOVIES ON THE GREEN

The TKR Summer of Fun Movies on the Green series is now hosted at Tucker Town Green. We have selected a great variety of movies for the entire family
which include Raiders of the Lost Ark, Zootopia 2, Uncle Buck and The Super Mario Galaxy Movie.

The public is welcome to set-up beginning at 5:30 p.m. with a scheduled 7 p.m. start time for the movie. Blankets and chairs, visiting with friends and
enjoying a picnic meal are all encouraged, however glass, tables and pets are not permitted. A food truck will also be on site.

6 InTucker - May 2026



CELEBRATION OF INDEPENDENCE
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- INDEPENDENCE

MAIN STREET

The July 3 Celebration of Independence is back Set up your blankets, baskets and chairs earlyto  Fireworks will be launched from the Church

for the eighth TKR Summer of Fun. Main Street claim your spot. Food trucks and the Kids' Zone Street Greenspace. A 500 ft perimeter around the
will be closed to all traffic starting 6 a.m. on July  open at 5:30 p.m. and a DJ will perform. Live launch site will be restricted. The show has an

3 to accommodate set up and takedown and will  music starts at 7. Tents and umbrella stands are  anticipated start time at 9:15 and will last roughly
reopen at midnight. not permitted. 20 minutes.
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SUMMER OF FUN PULL-OUT GUIDE

BEAT THE HEAT AT TUCKER POOLS

While not an official participant in our TKR Summer of Fun, our pools offer a great opportunity to expand your fun this summer.
Tucker Parks and Recreation is pleased to offer extended pool hours, swim lessons and new events this year as we welcome
Aquatics Coordinator Madeleine Leavitt to our department. We'd love to see you at our Preview Weekend May 16-17 and/or on
Memorial Day weekend, May 23-25 before the pools officially open for the seaon at 4 p.m. on May 29. We think our community
will also be happy to know that both pools are now open seven days a week during the height of the summer season.

Swim lessons are provided by Penn Safety Training and use the American Red Cross Learn-to-Swim curriculum which allows our
swim lessons to be designed to meet each child where they are. Instructors focus on safety, skill development, and confidence,

allowing swimmers to progress at a pace that feels comfortable while ensuring every child receives individualized attention. For RGUP &

further information about our swim lesson, please contact Adam Penn by emailing safetypennllc@gmail.com

— =4

o

RIVAEE
ESSiONS
AVAILABLE

WATER SAFETY WORKSHOP
MAY 16, 10 A.M.-12 P.M.

This free interactive workshop at Kelley Cofer Pool is designed for parents
and children, with activities geared toward preschool-aged kids. Families
will learn basic water safety skills through hands-on activities, including
simple water rescue concepts and a gentle introduction to breath-holding
and comfort in the water. Parents participate alongside their children to
help build early water awareness, confidence, and safe habits in a fun,
supportive environment.

CARDBOARD BOAT REGATTA
JULY 18, 8-11 A.M.

Get ready to race, splash, and sink in the most creative way possible!
Teams of two will design and build their own cardboard boat, then put

it to the test in an exciting head-to-head race at the Kelley Cofer Pool.
Whether you're aiming for speed or style, this event is all about teamwork,
creativity, and fun.

Fee: $25 per team (2 participants per team)

Ages: 10 and up

END OF SEASON
DOGGY POOL PARTY

SEPTEMBER 7

Kelley Cofer is going to the dogs — literally! When the pool closes to the
public, it's time for pups to take over and make a splash of their own!

Time: 10 a.m. — 11:30 a.m. (dogs under 40 Ibs.);
12 p.m. = 1:30 p.m. (dogs over 40 Ibs.)

Fee: $15 per dog and people free

8 InTucker -
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BUSINESS OF THE MONTH

CHALLENGES GAMES & GOMICS

During the late 1980s and early 1990s, Tony
Cade worked in the catalog order department at
JCPenney in Northlake Mall. Today, he remains
a fixture of that same mall, though his role has
evolved significantly. As the founder and owner
of Challenges Games & Comics (CGC), Cade
now manages an 8,000-square-foot destination
that serves as a hub for pop culture enthusiasts.
The shop offers a vast selection of merchandise
in addition to hosting community events, gaming
tournaments, and expos.

Cade’s journey began over 50 years ago with

a childhood passion for titles like Batman and
Fantastic Four. Initially, he read them purely for
entertainment, but a chance encounter with a
neighbor changed his perspective. After seeing
a meticulously organized, plastic-wrapped
collection, Cade realized that comics were
more than just stories; they were potential
investments. He successfully convinced his
father to fund his hobby under this investment
strategy, eventually amassing a personal
collection of over 15,000 issues.

This lifelong hobby eventually turned into a
business. Cade first entered the industry by
partnering with a friend to launch Quatom
Comics on Ponce De Leon. When that
partnership ended, Cade struck out on his own.
He moved into a space formerly occupied by
Challenges Amusement Arcade at the North

LUIS FINLEY

| would like to nominate Luis Finley to be
highlighted as Tucker’s Citizen of the Month.
Luis, does not actually live in Tucker, in that he
does not have a residence here, but he may as
well as he spends the majority of his waking
hours (and some of his sleeping hours, too!)
here serving the Tucker Community.

Luis is a partner and operator of The Local 7 and
Ford’s BBQ. For over a decade Luis has served
Tucker and made himself an honorary resident,
but Tucker has become much more to him

than the location of his businesses. Luis has
invested in Tucker with delicious food and good
service as well as organizing several Main Street
festivals.

Prior to Tucker becoming a city, Luis and several
downtown businesses created the Olde Towne
Tucker Merchants Association to host and
organize community fun. OTTMA hosted the

CITIZEN OF THE MONTH

DeKalb Mall. Drawing on the nostalgia of the
location, he incorporated “Challenges” into his
new store’s name.

After a decade at North DeKalb Mall,
redevelopment plans forced a relocation. Cade
chose to move to Northlake Mall, drawn by

the spacious floor plan and the security of the
environment. In the three years since the move,
CGC has become a vital community resource.
The store hosts free expos featuring industry
luminaries such as Emmy Award winning
animator Lauren Brown, known for her work on
Archer. Other guests have included contributors
to Dragon Ball Z, Diary of a Wimpy Kid, Marvel,
and DC Comics, alongside notable figures

like Milton Davis, Dawud Anyabwile, and Don
Hilsman II.

Looking toward the future, Cade plans to expand
CGC'’s educational offerings. He is currently
developing classes, including a voice acting
course led by Bob Carter, a veteran of over 100
projects including Mortal Kombat.

Although he started as a child reading for fun,

Cade continues to learn and grow alongside his
business. Located near the Northlake Mall food
court, Challenges Games & Comics stands as a
testament to a passion that turned into a career.

annual Tucker Chili Cook-off and Christmas
on Main and helped with the monthly car
show as well as other community driven
events like Taste of Tucker. Luis organized
S0 many community events that once Tucker
incorporated and wanted to start hosting
events, it only made sense that he and
OTTMA would partner up and help. Because
of his help and support, the inaugural July 3
Celebration of Independence and Fireworks
Spectacular was a huge success and laid the
foundation for the growth of the entire TKR
Summer of Fun series.

To add to it, he is kind and funny. He approaches
all things in a calm manner and always finds a
way to make everything fun. The Local 7 and
Ford’'s BBQ are successful beacons on Main
Street because of his leadership, grace and hard
work ethic. These strengths filter down to a staff

coLC
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that sticks around and has also become part of
the Tucker family.

Luis is a prime example of how to lead while
being a good human. It has been an honor and
fun to work beside him all these years. We are
all so excited to nominate him for Citizen of the
Month.

Nominated by Faith Bradford

InTucker - May 2026



PARKS & RECREATION PROGRAMS

OUTDOOR RECREATION

LITTLE EXPLORERS CLUB:
ART IN THE PARK

Little Explorers Club is a family-centered
program that invites young children

to discover the outdoors through play,
creativity, and hands-on exploration. Art

in the Park encourages toddlers to paint,
create, and explore using nature as their
inspiration. Little explorers will enjoy
simple, sensory-friendly art activities using
natural materials, open movement, and
time to explore in a relaxed park setting.
Parents or caregivers must be present and
actively participate alongside their child.
Each family will take part in guided art
activities and open-ended outdoor play that
supports creativity, confidence, and early
development. All materials are included.
Date & Time: May 3, 10 a.m.

Location: Kelley Cofer Peach Pit

Cost: Free (register only your little ones)

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
Spring Into Action Workday

Date & Time: May 3, 2-4 p.m.
Location: Johns Homestead

WILD WALKS:

EXPLORE TUCKER’S PARKS

Bird Observation Walk with Kathryn Kolb
Date & Time: May 13, 9 a.m.

Location: Probst Park

NATURE FOR ALL:

ADAPTIVE YOUTH WALKS
Natural walking path (may be rooted)
Date & Time: May 23, 10-11 a.m.
Location: Montreal Park

TUCKER OUTDOORS CLUB

Bike Ride

Date: May 24, 9 a.m.

Location: Stone Mountain Park (Robert E.
Lee Loop)

Registration: Sign up on RecDesk

Fees: Self-Drive FREE or take our P&R bus
for $5

PROGRAMMING

NATIONAL GARDEN MEDITATION

DAY

Find your Zen with Be Tru Studios. .
Date & Time: May 3, 5 p.m.
Location: Tucker Town Green

LINE DANCING

Let’s kick up our heels at Tucker Recreation
Center! The party starts at 6:30 p.m. with
instruction from 7-8 p.m. During the hour
you'll learn terminology, popular line dances
and a unique line dance just for attendees.
Dances will be taught by a professional.
Date & Time: May 15, 6:30 — 8:30 p.m.
Location: Tucker Recreation Center

Fee: $10 per person

TUCKER PAGE TURNERS BOOK

CLUB

Meet your fellow page turners to enjoy
themed snacks and fun conversation. The
book selection for May is The Frozen Lake
by Ariel Lawhorn. No registration required.
All ages are welcome. .

Date & Time: May 20, 7-8 p.m. (third
Wednesday of every month)

Location: Tucker Recreation Center

Fee: Free

AMERICAN RED CROSS DAY

To schedule your appointment to donate,
please visit redcrossblood.org and enter
the sponsor code: TPR. Please eat a good
meal and drink plenty of fluids prior to your
donation.

Date & Time: May 21,11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Location: Tucker Recreation Center

SENIOR LUNCH & LEARNS

BACKYARD GAMES IN THE
COURTYARD

Learn to play bocce ball and cornhole! We'll
also have a giant Jenga game, Connect 4
and ladder throwing.

Days & Times: May 13, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Location: Tucker Recreation Center

Fees: Free

NATIONAL SENIOR HEALTH DAY
Stay after our 10:30 a.m. Tuckercise class
to learn more about healthy living from our
staff and guest speakers.

Date & Time: May 27, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Location: Tucker Recreation Center

Fee: Free

InTucker - May 2026




KIDS CAP

2026 SUMMER CAMP OPENINGS

50 SPORTS

50 Sports Company provides
dynamic summer camp
enrichment courses designed

to promote physical fitness,
teamwork, and healthy

living among children. Our
comprehensive program includes
a variety of sports activities and
nutrition education, ensuring an
engaging and holistic experience
for participants.

Dates & Time:

June 1-5, June 15-18, July 6-10,
July 13-17,9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Ages:5-12

Location: Tucker Recreation
Center

Fee: $250

BASEBALL CAMP

Step up to the plate and sharpen
your skills in hitting, fielding,
and base running. Develop
strong fundamentals and game
techniques in a supportive, action-
packed environment.

Dates & Time:

June 15-18,9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Ages: 7-12

Location: Kelley Cofer Park
Fee: $200

BASKETBALL CAMP
Enhance your basketball skills
Enhance your basketball skills
with focused drills, teamwork, and
exciting gameplay in a supportive,
co-ed setting. Build confidence,
improve your court awareness,
and put your skills to the test
through hands-on instruction,

fun scrimmages, and friendly
competitions. It's the perfect way
to grow your game and end the
summer strong!

Dates & Time: June 1-5, June
8-12,9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Ages: 7-12

Location: Location TBD

Fee: $200 per week

INNOSTEAM SUMMER

CAMP

Welcome to InnoSTEAM, where
young minds come together

to explore the exciting world

of Science, Technology, Arts,
and Mathematics! Participants
will be assigned to teams and
dive headfirst into hands-on
engineering design challenges
that will test their problem-
solving skills and spark their
imaginations. Using common
materials, campers will have the
opportunity to design and build
their own creations, pushing the
boundaries of what they thought
was possible.

This unforgettable experience will
ignite a passion for innovation
and encourage campers to think
outside the box. Don’t miss out on
this incredible opportunity to be a
part of something truly special -
sign up for Innovate-STEAM today
and let the creativity begin!

Date & Time:

June 15-16, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Ages:7-12

Location: Tucker Recreation
Center

Fee: $250

KRAFTY KIDS LAND

SUMMER CAMP

Get ready for a hands-on, glue-
splattered, sparkle-filled week of
crafting fun! Campers will dive
into daily themed art adventures,
exploring everything from painting
and sculpting to wearable art and
building structures with recycled
materials. Campers will express
themselves through hands-on
projects while developing key
artistic skills leading up to our
exciting Friday Art Showcase for
friends and family!

Date & Time:

June 1-5,9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Ages:7-10

Location: Tucker Recreation
Center

Fee: $250

SMART TECH PLAYGROUND
Promote a balanced, healthy
approach to screen time with
hands-on activities that teach kids
to create with technology rather
than just consuming it. Campers
will dive into block coding with
Sphero Robots, build with LEGOs,
craft digital worlds, and explore
mixed reality adventures. They'll
star in green screen video magic,
make music, and master short-
form content like the pros using
GarageBand, Al apps, ChatGPT,
and other fun editing tools. Fuel
your child’s passion for innovation
and the arts with a summer full of
endless possibilities!

Date & Time: June 8-12, June 15-
18, June 22-26, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Ages: 7-11

Location: Tucker Recreation
Center

Fee: $250 per week

SITCOM SUMMER CAMP
Sitcom summer camp is designed
for kids who are rising 3rd through
6th graders. Attendees will learn
the ins and outs of creating their
own short sitcom. From script
writing to recording laugh tracks,
and even creating a theme song,
students will love seeing their
work of art come to life on the big
screen.

Dates & Time: June 8-12, June
15-18, June 22-26, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Ages:7-12

Location: Tucker Recreation
Center

Fee: $250 per week

SOCCER CAMP

Dribble, pass, and score your way
through a fun-filled camp that builds
teamwork, strategy, and confidence.
Perfect for players of all skill levels!
Dates & Time:

July 6-10, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Ages: Ages 7-12

Location: Cofer Park

Fee: $200 per week

SUPERHERO ACADEMY
Unleash your inner hero! Our camp
combines physical activities, arts,
and educational enrichment to
help children discover and develop
their unique strengths. Through fun
challenges and creative projects,
campers learn what makes them
extraordinary—just like a true
superhero!

Dates & Time: July 6-10, July 13-
17, July 20-24, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Ages: 5-12

Location: Tucker Recreation
Center

Fee: $250

InTucker - May 2026
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project page on the City website for future engagement opportunities and to take the survey.
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